
June 13, 2003 

To: 	 County and District Superintendents  
California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) Coordinators  

Re: Cancellation of July 2003 CAHSEE Administration 

At its July meeting, the members of the State Board of Education (SBE) will take 
action on whether or not to delay the graduation requirements for the CAHSEE. I 
am aware that this July decision has caused confusion for school administrators, 
students, and parents regarding summer school scheduling and upcoming test 
administrations.  At the July Board meeting, I will be recommending to Board 
members that they: 

•	 Delay the graduation requirement to pass the CAHSEE until 2006  
•	 Recognize those students who have passed both parts of the CAHSEE. 
•	 Reduce both the length of the test and the number of days it is 


administered. 


I am very encouraged by the March 2003 results from the Class of 2005.  I 
congratulate you on your hard work and encourage you to continue the 
momentum toward raising standards and improving achievement.  (See attached 
chart.) 

I believe the board will vote to postpone the graduation requirement in July.  In 
the meantime, we are set to administer the test at the end of July.  In light of the 
confusion regarding the pending SBE decision, and to provide you flexibility in 
planning summer school programs, I am canceling the July 2003 CAHSEE 
administration. If, as anticipated, the SBE votes to delay the requirement, I also 
will cancel the September and November administrations.  I strongly recommend 
that you encourage students who have not yet passed the CAHSEE to attend 
summer school. Students who have not mastered the knowledge and skills 
assessed on the CAHSEE could benefit from additional instruction this summer.  
By canceling the July administration, your parents and students can make an 
informed decision about what classes are best for them.  





Attachment 1 
Page 1 of 1 

CAHSEE Passing Rates for First-Time Test Takers in the Class of 2004 and 2005 

English-Language Arts 
Cohort Number Number Percent 

Tested Passed Passed 

Class of 2004 
(Spring 2001 – Grade 9 first-time test takers) 369,968 236,646 64% 

Class of 2005 
(March 2003 – Grade 10 first-time test takers) 379,209 299,584 79% 

Mathematics 
Cohort Number Number Percent 

Tested Passed Passed 

Class of 2004 
(Spring 2001 – Grade 9 first-time test takers) 365,325 161,967 44% 

Class of 2005 
(March 2003 – Grade 10 first-time test takers) 389,702 234,230 60% 


